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Erratum, It was the French, not the ‘English’ 
frigate L’Africane, that was wrecked on the Isle of 
Sable, as mentioned in our last. 





(CPIt is oftentimes most difficult to deterniine 
the precedence of articles presenting themselves 
for insertion, and exceedingly unpleasant when the 


the documents yet on hand for publication in the 
REGISTER are; but we shall dispose of them as fast as 
we can, leaving a reasonable share of our paper for 
other matters, 

Because that so much has been said about the 
“Rip Rap contract,” we have commenced the pub- 
lication of the report and the papers that accompa- 
nied it, in the present sheet. A huge quantity 
of matter belonging thereto yet remains behind, 
which we shall take the liberty of inserting in our 
small type to save room. 


We do not intend to offer any remarks on this re- 
port, or that which is the subject matter of it. Let 
those who feelan interest in it, read and reflect for 
themselves; but on government-contracts general- 
ly, perhaps, a few words may be said to advantage. 

It is a fact, that heavy contracts between the go- 
vernment and individuals. are generally efficient 
only to bind the former, unless the contract proves 
to be profitable to the latter, If a person under- 
takes to perform some certain quantity of work 
when the price of a day’s labor is one dollar, and 
the rate falls to 75 cents—he perseveres in the 
contract and makes an enormous and unreasonable 
profit out of it: but it the price advances to 125 
cents, he cannot fulfill his contract without ruin, if 
able to fulfill it at all. And in most cases of the lat. 
ter description, the contract is in some way aveid- 
ed, if not of necessity abandoned—so the rule does 
not, and from the nature of things cannot, ‘work 
both ways,’”’ as the saying is. 

To exemplify this in the case of the “Rip Rap 
contract.” Let us say that this was a fair and ho- 
norable engagement at the time it was entered into 
—that the price agreed upon was equitable, accord- 
ing to then existing state of things. The amount of 
the compensation to be paid to Mr. Mix was fixed 
at $450,000 for a certain quantity of stone, and for 
the performance of the contract on his part, Mr. 
Mix and two others gave bond in the sum of twenty 
thousand dollarsonly. It appears.now that Mr. Mix, 
from the low price of wages and freight, is making 
money at an unreasonable rate; but suppose that the 
price of labor and freight had raised as much as they 
have fallen since the contract was entered into, 
what would have been the state of the case? Ifthe 

bond was a good one, and we shall presume that it 
was, we might have sued it, and, let us say, have re- 
covered its penalty, twenty thousand dollars—and 
here the matter would have ended: but if Mr. Mix 
shall make 100,000 or 150,000 dollars by the con- 
tract, as some say that he will, we cannot avoid it. 
Thus the government is bound to the whole extent 
of a contract, but individuals may release them- 
selves from it in the manner just stated. 

Now, I think that such unfair and disadvantage- 


ous Operations might be generally prevented, in| 


tensive contracts, by limiting them more closely 

to amount and time, by grading them according 

to some standard, real in its nature, or otherwise 

equitable and suitable as a measure of value. The 

‘“hurley-burley” state of things during the war, for 
the prosecution of which there was so little me. 
thod, and, from the condition of things and the po- 

litical state of our country, (rent into parties and. 
almost severed by prejudices), a regular, straight. 

forward course could not be maintained, left behind 

it a vast accession of difficulties in the departments 

which time only could relieve us of —though, im my 

opinion, time has not been used, in all c te cach" 
good purposes as it might have been, hence 

many of the remarks which have appeared im the 

Reetsrer. But, in some respects, we have improv. 

ed, and the lights of experience have not been ut- 

terly disregarded. It is more pleasant to commend 

than find fault: it isknown to me that some import- 

ant and highly advantageous arrangements in the 

business of the department of state,have been made 

by Mr. Adams—that Mr. Crawford has suggested 

and repeatedly urged certain momentous matters 

for a saving of tle public money, &c.—that Mr, 

Calhoun has labored to reduce the expenses and 

give a more perfect system to his department; and 

Mr. Thompson has been zealous to effect similar 

purposes in the branch of business confided more 
immediately to his superintendence. In the pre- 

sent rage of electioneering, remarks of this sort 
are not calculated to please any one—but the dis- 
passionate; men that can award praise and will be- 
stew censure as either may be merited—who, by 
the bye, are not the largest or most influential class 

in society. ‘The million” will have ail perfection 
or all iniquity. I cannot agree with it; not being 
a pariizan. 

But to return to the business of making contracts 
—there is a rule established in the war depart- 
ment, by direction of the secretary of war, that 
precisély meets my views of the right of the sub- 
ject, in the belief that it is calculated to obviate 
some of the mischiefs to which they are liable.— 
The prices paid by contract for arms purchased by 
the United States, are thus regulated: a certain sum 
is now paid for certain quantities of work perform- 
ed at the national armories at Springfield and Har- 
per’s Ferry, and by these the prices to be paid for 
muskets, &c. are graded—rising or falling as the 
price of labor is enhanced or diminished. Now 
this is fair and advantageous to both parties, and 
Mr. Calhoun deserves much credit for having adopt- 
ed it. Itisa stating point, I trust, from which great 
public and private good will flow, though we 
may regret that the plan was not before brought 
into operation. It is extremely difficult to fixa 
standard of value—perbaps, it is impossible to do 
it; and dollars and cents, if accepted by themselves, 
afford no criterion at all. The price paid to a com- 
mon day-laborer, to be ascertained by some rule 
agreed upon and at certain places appointed, may 
best accomplish the purpose. We are incompe- 
tent, perhaps, to take an enlarged view of this 
subject, and time for it is not now alloved—bnt 
surely, the matter is of sufficient importance te 
bring out the views of our political economrsts for 





many ways—such as by refusing to make such ex- 
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Treasury Estimates. The “National Intelligen- | results, to shew the “miserableness”’ of the present 
cer” of Monday last, contains a document that ac- | ‘revenue system,” which I verily believe is incom. 
‘eompanied the report of the committee of ways! patible with a liberal and enlightened administra. 
and means—(which report and all the papers an-| tion of the people’s affairs, by reason of its uncer. 
nexed to it were registered He Shen a month ago), | tainty, Up last year—down this; so much money 
shewing the annual amount of the estimated receipts | at one time that we were completely at a toss to 
into the treasury and the actual amounts thereof, | know what to do with it-—and, a year or two after. 
from the year 1802 to 1821, inclusive of hoth—see | watds, begging or borrowing to pay current ex. 
present volume, page 166. To this paper the edi-|penses! At this moment ready, like the English 
tors have prefixed some very “grave and reverend” | glutton, to pay a guinea for art ortolan, a bird that 
remarks about the vali: of figures, with cautions to | has not three mouthfuls of meat in it, and an hour 
persons “deceived by. misrepresentations” and | afterwards in absolute want of the commonest ne- 
‘insinuations,’ as to the merit of Mr. secretary |cessaries. There is an old saying —“you must cut 
Crawford, compared with that af his predecessors | your coat according to your cJoth’’—but, in our po- 
in the treasury department. : litical tayloring, we cut and slash away without 
The fact may not have occurred to the editors of | Knowing whether the cloth may not be wasted, or 
the “Intelligencer,” but there is no manner of| whether we shall have enough of it: and so some. 
doubt that certain articles written by me, and pub- | trmes the national coat has been much too big tobe 
tished in the Reeisten in December and January | comfortable, and at others it has wanted a sleeve 
last, caused the production of this explanatory or | or a skirt, to keep out the cold or hide our naked. 
vindicatory statement: thus circumstanced, and|ness. The political arithmetic of the system is no 
always disposed to meet my own responsibilities, | better understood than the question,—“if fifty rails 
I have taken the matter to myself—and, with a| make a cart load, how many will it take to make a 
spirit disposed to receive instruction, and even| great pile?” 
reproof, (if rightfully subject to it), considere-Ithe} It is not my present purpose to enlarge on the 
things set forth by my friends of the «Intelligen-| subject. Mr. Crawford’s calculations are not more 
cer’~-who, I think, have themselves as much niis- | inaccurate than those of his predecessors. We do 
understood the remarks upon the subject, as they | not know that it was ever attempted to shew that 
suppose that others have misunderstood, or, to use | they were: but it was demonstrated that such cal- 
tho: w. rds, “ms-epresented” the facts—regarding | culations were fallacious, and, of course, injurious 
myself (because such I really was), as the origin | tothe public interest: that they beld out, as proba- 
of this business. The truth is, that they have in- | ble results for legislative proceedings, amounts that 
cautiously fallen into the common pit, having ne- | had varied from the real product as much as seven- 
glected to distinguish between men and things; | ¢y-three per cent. in one year! 
though principia non homines, the well chosen and Why the committee of ways and means furnished 
favorite sentiment of the president of the United | the statement alluded to, 1 cannot tell. It could 
States, is always before their eyes. Here is the | not operate in favor of the present system, to shew 
grand mistake, which has been productive of more | that calculations upon it had always been wild and 
serious injury to this republic than any other that visionary —that no man could depend upon them. 
the people have committed: in their attachmentsto | And how was it, that, with this positive proof 
individuals they too often lose sight of the proprie- | of the worthlessness of such calculations before 





— 4 


ty of their proceedings, if the latter do not hap. |them, the committee ventured on an estimate of | 


pen to partake of some notoriously infamous or | revenue for 1822? Did they expect to accomplish 
unwise distinction—and, on the other hand, we are | that which they were endeavoring to shew it was 
seemingly ready to ask, (if the question may be | impossible for any one to do? 
allowed), “what good can come out of Nazareth?” 
—as if the adventitious circumstance of being born| Tae vick prestpent. Mr. Tompkins has long 
in “Nazareth” should affect the qualities or right- | been held up before the nation asa public defanlier, 
fully lessen the reputation of a man. and, though the second officer of the rovernment, 
The first of the series of essays that attracted | he was so conditioned (by the wholesome provi- 
attention and led to this exhibit by the committee | sions introduced into the appropriation laws), that 
of ways and means, was published inthis paper on | he could not have drawn his salary—for he stood 





the 28th December, 1821—see vol. 21, p. 258: and | charged on the books as owing money to the Unit- | 


at the very out-set I said—“Nothing is stated in op-|ed States. We propose to end:-avor to make our. 
“position to Mr~Grawford, unless by a difference of | selves acquainted with the manner of keeping the 
«opinion as to the fatire.. I have simply opposed public accounts at Washington, and ascertain why 
«what he said one year to what he said in other|}it is necessary for congress to pass special laws, 
«years; nor is there in this the least spark of per- providing that the affairs of individuals: shall be 
«sonal opposition——1Ts OBJECT I8 ONLY To sHEw | Settled “according to the equity and justice” of them; 
“THE WISERABLENESS OF THE SYSTEM OF REVENUE | because we think that ai/ accounts should be so 
“WHICH IS RELIED O¥, SO PRODUCTIVE OF MISERY To | settled, any rule or usage to the contrary notwith- 
«ROTH TO GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE BY ITs FLUCTUa- | standing. But, torelieve himself of this pretended 


StpyONS, BECAUSE IT DEPENDS ON THE CRIMES OR Dis | debt and ascertain the rights of the case, Mr. Tomp: | 


‘PR PSSES OF FONEIGN NATIONS, OR THE WHIMS anp/| kins Solicited a prosecution against himself, the 
Sc. PRICES OF THRIR RULERS—NOT ON THE PEOPLE oF | United States not being subject to an action of the 
“oup Untren States: and it was on this principle, }sort. The trial came on before the U S. district 
and this only, that the comparisons were made and | court, held last week at New York. Many witnesses 


resented to the public. Ihad not any thing to| were examined, and the facts patiently investigat: J 
do with. Mr Crawford, personally, or with the pte- | ed, by eminent counsel, before a highly respecta- 


sident, individually, though the annual reports of | ble jury. At the very threshold of the business, it 
the former and messages of the latter came under | seems to have been evident that nothing was due 


review—they were treated with a due regard | to the United States, and the claim was given up: 
to their talents and character; yet their respec. | the effort of the U.S. attorney then, faithful to his J 





five anticipations were freely compared with the | cause, was to keep down the amount which Mr. 
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Tomnkins endeavored to shew as being due to him; 
and it appears that he succeeded to a very consider- 
able extent, for the amount finally certified to was 
much less than Mr. T. thought that it should have 
been, On the 6th inst. the arguments being con- 
cluded, “Judge Van Ness (says the Ne‘v-York Ga- 
zette) delivered a short but impressive charge to 
the jury, in which he commented upon the fact of 
the vice president having been held up to the world 
as a public defaulter; which, said he, is not consi- 
dered as a common debtor, but implies a want of 
moral rectitude. He then adverted to the circum- 
stance of his having been acquainted with the de- 
fendant in the morning of his days, when all was 
sunshine, but he now knew him in the evening of 
that life, when his circumstances had materially 
changed. He then proceeded to instruct the jury 
on several points in the case, and concluded by ob- 
serving, that if they should decide on a verdict in 
favor of the vice president, it should be a general 
verdict; thatis, if it appeared to them that he (the 
vice president) had produced evidence of claims 
equal to the balance alleged to be due by him to 
the United States, their verdict should be to that 
effect. He at the same time observed, that, if the 
jury were of opinion that government was indebt- 
ed to him in a Jarge amount, they might, as indi- 
viduals, signa certificate to that effect, which would 
not, however, be recorded, but might, at some fu- 
ture day, be of service to the vice president. 


“The jury came into court at a quarter past five 
o’clock, and rendered a genera! verdict in favor of 
the defendant. They atthe same time gave a cer- 
tificate for a balance, which they considered as 


justly due from the government to the vice presi- 
dent, of $156,799 97.” ‘ 


We have only to add just now, that this verdict 
has given more general satisfaction than any other 
that we recollect to have heard of, for a number 
of years. The people know that Mr. T. entered 
into the services of the jate war a rich man, and 
that it left him a poor one—that his private means 
were used, without the least hesitation,§ when the 
public treasury was empty; and every body be- 
lieves that he would have sacrificed his fortune and 
his life to the support of his country. With this 
feeling and situated as he is—the people are glad 
that a prospect is afforded of settling his accounts 
“according to equity and justice,” 


(CPSince the preceding was prepared, we notice 
the following article in the “National Advocate” of 
the 11th inst. 


“In the statements that have appeared in differ- 
ent papers, of the proceedings that took plece on 
this trial, [that above alluded to] there are some 
inaccuracics, as already stated, which it may be 
well to correct. What fell from the judge in rela- 
tion to the certificate, which was asked from the 
jury by the defendant and his counsel, we are au- 
thorized to say has been misapprehended. His di- 
rection to the jury was, that if, on a full investiga- 
tion of the accounts, they should be satisfied that 
the credits claimed and proved by the defendant 
were equal to, or greater in the aggregate, than 
the sum demanded by the United States in this suit, 
then they should find a general verdict for the de. 
fendant. That sucha verdict was all that could be 
officially received or recorded. That any certifi- 
cate they might afterwards think it just and pro- 
per to give to the defendant, they could only give 
as individuals, and it cquld form no part of the re. 


"Dr. Franxrtx. No man that eVer lived hada 
more happy manner of expressing his opinions 
than this illustrious American, and “ornament of 
human natare,” as Mr. Jefferson has said that he 
was, “even at the are of 80.” Hisstory about the 
Frenchman and his red-hot poker, which an Eng- 
lishman refused either to have run into hiis body 
or to pay for the heating of, is almost universally 
known, as applicable to the contest of Great Britain 
with her then colonies, the present United States. 
On another occasion, on the authority of president 
Adams, he related the following fable, as applica- 
ble to the same matter at issue-— 

“An eagle sailing round a farmer’s barn, spied 
in the yard a hare, and darting down upon him, 
seized in him in his claws, and mounted with him 
high in the air. But he soon found that the animal 
had grasped his body with her fere paws, to, the 
great interruption of bis wings, ard had grasped 
his legs with her hind paws, so that he could with 
difficulty preserve his balance inthe air: and what 
was worse, she had seized his throat with her jaws; 
and above all, he found, to his sorrow, that he had 
mistaken a cat fora hare! The eagle says to the 
cat, let go your hold and I will release you, Oh! 
no, said the cat, you brought me up here against 
my will, and I have no notion of falling from this 
height, to dash myself to pieces. You must stad 
and set me down.” 

(C7 it is impossible to reflect i7x0n the men and 

things of the American revolution, without being 

ready to apprehend that certain individuals were 

seentingly raised up to fill certain parts in the pro- 

ceedings to be had for establishing the republic:— 
such as Washington for his cold, calculating discre- 
tion and patient courage; Frank/in, for his wonderful, 
mind and profound knowledge of things; S Adams, 
for his zeal and skill in managing men; #. Adams, 
for his energy; Warren, for bis amiable devotion; 
Hancock, for his firmness; Jeferson, for the beautiful 
simplicity of his principles and talents; Greene, for 
his resources in times of difficulty; Putnam, for 
his blunt honesty; Gates, for his perseverance and 
sincerity; Wayne, for his impetuosity; Read, for his 
incorruptibility; Charles Thompson, for his fidelity; 
Henry, for his eloquence; Marion, for his enter- 
prize; Morris, for his skill in “ways and means,’’ 
Dickinson, for his moderation;~-and so on through 
alist of heroes and sages, whose names are as last- 
ing as the history of their country, and recorded in 
the hearts of their countrymen; among whomis that 
of Chase, who first declared independence in con- 
gress, and “swore by the Almighty that he owed no 


many other characters were necessary to fill up the 
various branches of business belonging to the state 
of the times, and that they accomplished the work 
gloriously, is the pride and boast of millions of 
treemen. No age presented a more splendid con- 
stellation of talents--none was ever more conspi- 
cuous for integrity. With. an abundance of the 
means of corruption at hand, which the enemy was 
disposed to use most freely, one, only one, promi- 
nent person was purchased; and no one, having em: 
barked in the revolution, ever drew back. | 





BRACEBRIDGE HALL. We have slightly mentioned 
this work of Mr. Washington Irving, regretting that 
its price prevented the extensive circulation which, 
we presumed, its merits and the reputation of the 
author, would otherwise have given to it. Notyet 
having seen it, except on a bookseller’s counter, we 





cord orthe legal proceeding in the cause,” 


{notice the following extraet from it, as given in an 
Leastern paper: 


allegiance to the king of G, Britain.” All these, and. 
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“Brought up,” says Mr. Irving, ‘as 1 have been, 

in republican habits and principles, I can feel no- 
thing of the servile reverence for titled rank, merely 
becatise itis titled. But, I trust, 1 am neither chur! 
nor bigot in mycreed. J do see and feel how uEne- 
DIPARY DISTINCTION, when it falls to the lot of a 
generous mind, may elevate that mind into true no- 
bility. It is one of the effects of hereditary rank, 
when it falls thus happily, that it multiplies the 
duties, and, as it were, extends the existence of the 
possessor. He does not think himself a mere indi- 
vidual link in Creation, responsible only for his own 
brief term of existence. He carries back his exis- 
tence in proud recollection, and he extends it forward 
in honorable anticipation. He lives with his ances- 
try, and he lives with bis posterity.” 
* Now, verily, to use a common phrase, this seems 
like “going the whole,” and, perhaps, is as able a 
defence of hereditary distinctions as ever was made 
in the same number of words—it grants every thing 
that can be seriously claimed in behalf of privileged 
orders and separated ranks among the people. It 
is notorious that this body of men, the nobility, so 
called, of every country, are always the least virtu. 
ous and least useful of any; and there are many 
good and sufficient reasons why this should be the 
case—especially, because they are further remov- 
ed from public opinion than other men, and have 
the less necessity to practice or pursue any thing 
beneficial to mankind. And what, indeed, is the 
real history of the greater part of the ‘noble’ fami- 
lies of England—what were the true causes of their 
separation from the common mass of the people?— 
«deeds without a name,” acts that dare not meet 
the light—many of them elevated by the direction 
of such ministers as Walpole and Castlereagh, for 
prostitutions of principle and an abandonment of all 
that is esteemed honorable amongst high-minded 
men. How small would these appear if placed by 
the side of a Washington, and what would be their 
seeming mind if compared with that of a Franklin? 
‘They, themselves, irresistably influenced by the 
majesty of human nature, would cast down their 
fictious honors at the feet of virtue and talents, 
and humbly acknowledge the superior rank of na- 
ture’s noblemen. A good name is highly valuable 
—-it often stands in lieu of a patrimony and answers 
the most interesting purposes of one:—we hard. 
ly suppose that Mr. Irving himself would give up 
his, of Washington,” to receive even that of Wei- 
lington; but it is well, indeed, that good characters 
cannot be monopolized like titles. The ‘most no- 
ble” lords are oftentimes the most ignoble men. 





Inexanp. If the accounts received from this 
country are not much exaggerated, we have rarely 
heard of so great a famine as appears to prevail, 
Deaths for want of food are frequently reported 
in the newspapers, and three fourths of the popu-. 
Jation of certain counties are stated to be in actual 
suffering for the meanest articles of subsistence! In 
consequence, some warm-hearted person has pro- 
posed in one of our city papers, to raise funds to 
purchase provisions in the United States, to relieve 
the wants of the.people of Ireland. The motive 
must be esteemed—but the writer should recol- 
lect that foreign wheat is cheaper in iingland than 
it is in the United States—that it has been brought 
from Liverpool to New-York, and there sold at a 
profit. All that we could do (and surely I myself 
would dodouble my own part, if I thought it would 
result in any practical good) would be asa drop in 
the bucket—but would England allow foreign 
grain to be eaten by the people of Irefand, to keep 


{them from starving, if given in charity? 





J appre 
bend that she would not. Her agriculturists are 


tenanting the jails, on account of the low prices of 
provisions, though British wheat sells at 25 or 30 
per cent. more than foreign wheat, of as good 
quality, may be imported at—and nearly 700,000 
quarters of the latter, or say 5,600,000 bushels 
were on hand; not one grain of which could 
be sold for home consumption, even though offer- 


ed: for the relief of the poor at a penny per bush- 


el! Such are the British laws, that a gentleman 
in the United States cannot make a present to a 
friend in England of a barrel of superior flour, 
unless it is smuggled!) The conduct of England as 
to Ireland, is according to the plan once projected 
in the former, to prevent the people of the latter 
from catching herrings in their own bays, because it 
injured the British trade in that article! I do not 
know how the law stands—but the probability is, 
that a cargo of flour sent from the United States, 
to be given without price to the people of Ireland, 
would not be admitted to an entry, but have to be 
bonded for *“exportation.”? Such would be the 
case in England, at this time. 





Russia. A new tariff is published—sugar, in 
loaves and crushed, cottons and mixed cotton 
stuffs, nankeens, silk stuffs printed, and linen of 
all sorts, are prohibited, The duties on woollens, 
such as cloths and cassimeres, are raised one fifth— 
except those dyed green or black, or white, which 
are prohibited. Worsteds are raised one fourth, 
and flannels advanced from 20 to 50, for duty.— 
Mixed silk stuffs and toilinets, &c. are doubled.— 
The emperor seems to have been possessed of the 
notion that some regulations for the protection of 
the industry of his own people, might not be im- 
proper—seeing that other nations practice the poli- 
cy and have caused it to act against the prosperity 
of his empire. 

The probable design of Alexander to possess 
himself of Turkey, and by that possession to acquire 
the means of creating a naval power, second only 
(if it should not be wltimately superior), to that of 
Great Britain, has brought down upon him the in- 
dignation of many of the loyal and legitimate editors 
—for which, no doubt, he is sorry—very sorry, in- 
deed! When hetakes Turkey, as he will surely do, 
if not now, before long, unless he is assassinated 
(acpas his father was—whose death was predicted 
in London), or otherwise speedily disappears from 
the stage—when he raises up a naval power that 
willa least command the Mediterranean, as he very 
easily can do—when he looks to Egypt and casts 
his eye over the British possessions in India, which 
he regards as Napoleon Bonaparte regarded them 
then will the friends of legitimacy in the Unit- 
ed States and in Europe, be ready to agree with 
what I have said many times—that Wapoleon, Alex- 
ander and the government of George, were influenc- 
ed by the same principle of domination and lust of 
authority. They will also be ready to say, that, as 
the unjust opposition of Great Britain to the revo- 
lution in France raised up Bonaparte, so the neces- 
sity to allay or cast out one devil that had crossed 
their own unhallowed path, has created another 
that may devour them. When the contest takes 
place, we shall regard it with perfect indifference, 
except with a wish that these powers, like the Kil- 
kenny cats, may destroy each otherto their very 
‘“tails,”’ 








Money. The New-York canal loan of 600,000 
dollars has been taken by the Mechanics and Far- 
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mers bank of Albany, at a premium of one.and a 
quarter per cent. for six per cent. stock. : 

It would seem, from what is noted in the Boston 
papers, that there has been an uncommon pressure 
for'money in that city, which iiad caused numerous 
failures, some of them very unexpected and for 
large amounts, 

The prospect about money-matters is thus set 
forth in a letter from London, dated April 29, which 
states that the British chancellor of the exchequer 
has intimated to parliament an intention immedi- 
ately to propose a bill to enable the bank of Eng- 
Jand to issue one pound notes, and to return to the pa- 
per sysiem. ‘The consequence,” says the writer, 
“must be an immediate rise in the prices of every 
thing here. Iron, copper, and all the rough mate- 
rials of the articles made in this neighborhood, will 
start first; provisions next; labor, which has been 
very much reduced, will follow; and you will find 
that, henceforward, we shall be buying on a rising, 
instead ofa falling market. The prices of cotton, 
tobacco, and other articles, will also rise, and this 
will bring down exchange in America, assisted by 
the return of the gold which has been accumulat- 
ing in this country for three years, which will be 
driven out again by the paper money, and will re- 
turn to other countries, to increase the quantity of 
the circulating medium and raisé prices there also. 
A season of speculation and apparent prosperity is 
about to revisit us; trade will grow very brisk again; 
the credit system will revive; banks and bankers, 
both here and in the United States, willlend money 
freely; business paper, will wonderfully increase 
in quantity, ana, being easily discountable, will 
cause a monstrous addition to the circulating me- 
dium, and, as I said before, will raise the price of 
every thing.” 





Inttnors. Many persons have doubted the pos- 
sibility of raising cotton, as a crop, in the state of 
{}linois, though cases of the sort have happened. 
A correspondent, who resides in St. Clair county in 
that state, and who informs that he is a “Carolinian,”’ 
well acquainted with the cultare of cotton, says 
that, at Cherry Grove, 18 miles east of, St. Louis, 
one of his neighbors ploughed up a part of the 
prairie, harrowed and planted it with cotton, which 
vielded 1500 Ibs, to the acre, in the seed—equal to 
375 lbs, clean—the ensuing season he sowed the 
same land with oats, and harrowed them in—the 
product was 50 bushels to the acre; only one 


_ ploughing having been had to raise the two crops. 


He adds, that another of his neighbors raised 
1,100 lbs. of cotton in the seed to the acre--that 
sheep do well in that country, and that hemp will 
grow abundantly. 





"Connecticut. The project of districting this 
state, for the choice of representatives in congress, 
failed at the late session—for it 90, against 95. We 
have always contended that the practice ought to 
be uniform, regulated by a provision of the consti- 
tution of the United States, and why the various 
efforts to amend that instrument, in this respect, 
have been set aside, we never could understand. 
Weare of opinion that the choice of representatives 
and electors of president should be made in dis- 
tricts, each electing one person only—but, whether 
this is the best plan that can be adopted or not, it 
must, nevertheless, be agreed, that one practice 
should obtain throughout the United States, to 
prevent certain disgraceful jugglings; such as we 
have seen in party contests for power. 





Carrain Hvurt—the conqueror of the Guerriere, 
in consequence of certain matters that have been 
stated, in relation to some late trials at Boston, has 
requested a court of inquiry into his own conduct 
—which the secretary of the navy has declined to 
institute, as being “entirely unnecessary.” 





INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. The National Intelli- 
gencer has published the fetter of the president 
of the United States to the house of representa- 
tives, submitting his views on the subject of in- 
ternal improvements—which we shall copy as soon 
as we are able. 





Bonnets. A large establishment for the manu- 
facture of bonnets, in imitation of the Leghorn, ‘is 
about to be founded at Wethersfield, Connecticut, 
under the superintendence of Mrs. Sophia Wells, 
famous for her skill in works of this sort. 





Law casz. Mr. Justice Johnson, at a late cir- 
cuit court holden at Charleston, in the case of the 
United States vs. Kelly, has decided, in opposition 
to the doctrine laid down ina recent case by Mr. 
Justice Story, that when the collector, as the agent 
of the United States, has taken bonds for the pay- 
ment of duties on goods imported, with security 
which he deems sufficient, the consignee, if not a 
party to the bond, is discharged from all further 
liability. 

Horranp. The following article, dated “Depart. 
ment of state, 7th of June, 1822,” has been publish- 
ed in the National Intelligencer: 

«Authentic intelligence has been received at this 
department, that the king of Holland, by a decree 
of the 20th March last, has ordered that the charge 
for pilotage shall be the same on American and 
Dutch vessels within his states, and that restitution 
shall be made to the parties of all moneys that have 
been paid on account of the late additional impo. 
sition. 

“This notice is published for the information of 
all such as may be interested.” 


Tur parensystem. The Boston Galaxy, after 
noticing the establishment of a new bank at a vil- 
lage in Massachusetts and the great amount of its 
paper thrown into circulation, thus proceeds: 
“The Franklin bank is located at Greenfield, a 
small neat village, near the confluence of Deerfield 
and Connecticut rivers, and considerably cele. 
brated for conference meetings, intellectual ladies, 
and hen-pecked husbands. We have not been so 
fortunate as to get a view of one of these bills; but 
the following device is respectfully offered to the 
directors to be engraved for a new emission; if 
they have not already adopted a similar one, viz: 
Let there be a representation of the inside of the 
bank, the president at his desk engaged in prayer, 
—the directors playing at all-fours,—the discount 
clerk keeping the game,—-the cashier, (being also 
a member of the Temperate Society) mixing a 
pitcher of brandy toddy,—and the teller counting 
out religious tracts.—Over the whole group let 
there be a domestic hen, flapping her wings, and 
holding in ther beak, a cock half-stripped of his 
feathers, his spurs broken off and his majestic comb 
dropping blood. If there be a vacancy in the back 
ground, it may be filled with a thin, weazle-faced, 
spindle-shanked broker, a rusty jack-knife in one 
hand, to denote his profession, Hopkins’ Redy of 
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Divinity in the other, as emblematic of his religion, 
and the noose of a bell-rope round bis neck, to de- 
signate how he made his money, and to what 
destination his love of money wi!! bring him at 
last.—With this emblematic engraving, the whole 
tribe of counterfeiters, past, present, and to come, 
may be sct at defiance,” 





Inniaxs. The following is Dr, Morse’s estimate 
of the number of [Indians in the United States: 

In New-England, nine tribes, 2,247 souls. InN. 
York, ten tribes, 4,840 souls. In Pennsylvania, 
thirty yexrs ago, three tribes, 1,500 souls, in num- 
ber at this time not known. In Ohio, fifteen tribes, 
2,047 souls. In Michigan and N. W. territory, thirty 
s:x tribes, 27,480 souls. In Indiana and Illinois, 
14 tribes, 15,522 souls. Southern Indians east of 
the Mississippi, twenty tribes, 66,487 souls. Total 
number east of the Mississippi, 20 tribes, 120,283 
souls. North of Missouri and west of the Missis- 
sippi 13 tribes, 41,350 souls. East of the Rocky 
Mountains to the Mississippi and between Missouri 
and Red river, or west of the Mississippi to the 
Rocky Mountains, 36 tribes 105,021 souls. Be- 
tween Red river and the Rio del Norte, 42 tribes, 
105,021 souls. West of the Rocky Mountains, 87 
tribes, 145,600 souls. Whole number west of the 
Mississippi, 337,341. Total number in the United 
States, besides about 5,000 in Florida, and ten 
tribes (number not known) inhabiting the Upper 
Mississippi, 457,642 souls, 





AMERICAN COLLEGES. 
Names and Presidents. 


Yale college, rev. Jeremiah Day, L. L. D. 
Cambridge University, rev. J. T. Kirkland, D. D. 
L. L. D. 
Brown University, rev. Asa Messer, D. D. 
Williams College, rev. Edward D. Griffin, D. D. 
Dartmouth College, rev. Bennet Tyler. 
Princeton College, rev. Ashbel Greene, D, D. 
Union College, rev. Eliphalet Nott, D. D. 
Hamilton College, rev. Henry Davis, D. D. 
Middlebury College, Maine, rev. J. Bates, D. D. 
Bowdoin College, Maine, rev. W. Allen, D. D. 
Dickinson College, Penn. rev, J. M. Mason, D. D. 
Columbia College, S. C. Thomas Cooper, M. D. 
Columbian College, rev. W. Staughton, D. D. 
North Carolina University, rey J. Caldwell, D.D. 
Transylvania University, rev. H. Holly, D. D. 
University of Georgia, rev. Dr. Waddel. 
University of Vermont, rev. Daniel Haskell. 
Waterville College, Maine, rev. D. Barnes. 
Washington College, Penn. rev. A. Wylie. 
Jefferson College, Penn. rev. Mr. M’Millan. 
Alleghany College, Penn. rev. 'T. Alden, D. D. 
William and Mary College, Va. Dr. Smith. 
Columbian College, N. Y. Wm. Harris, D. D, 
Greenville College, Tenn. rev. Dr. Coffin. 
Worthington Coliege, Ohio, P. Chace, D. D. 





FOREIGN NEWS, 
Great Britain. ‘The “Scotch Greys” hac been 
called out to suppress certain disorderly proceed- 
ings that occurred in Monmouthshire—in the at- 
tacks made upon persons who were thought to work 
in the mines at prices which were considered too 
low: and such is the state of the agriculturalists in 
this county that many farmers have clandestinely de- 
serted their farms. 
The motion made by Mr. Canning for the admis- 
jon of Catholic peers into the house of lords, has | 


prevailed in the house of commons by a majority 
of five votes-—the extraordinary number of 493 
members being present. It isa “tub to a whale”-~ 
it being perfectly understood that the other house 
will reject the measure. : 


It appears from a paper lately laid before parla. 
ment, that “the amount of the taxes repealed since 
the termination of the war, after deducting the 
amount of those imposed, is little short of seveatecn 
millions per annum.” Yet the taxes are so heavy 
that the farmers cannot live without a home-monc- 
poly ofthe supply of bread stuffs and meais!! 

A very fine Turkish {frigate of 40 guns, has late- 
ly been fitted out ut ‘his majesty’s dock at Deptford.” 
is this “war in disguise?” : 
, Oliver, the infamous British spy, lives at the Cape 
of Good Hope, calling himself William Jones, and 
holds a place under government worth 500/. a year. 


France. It appears by a speech of Mr. Girardin, 
in the chamber of deputies, that the private corres- 
pondence of the public is regularly violated in the 

| French post-office. 

“The secret bureau,’’ said Mr. Girardin, “is sup- 
ported at great expense. At least thirty clerks 
are employed in it—I can tell you who pays them 
the money they receive. I can also tell you that a 
passage from the cabinet of the director of the 
posts leads into the secret offices. The entrance of 
it is shut by a concesled door. As soon as this is 
opened, we find ourselves in the offices of persons 
charged todiscoverthe keystothedifferent cyphers 
employed in tlhe correspondence, or in the work- 
shops of engravers occupied in taking impressions 
on plates of lead of the impressions of the armis and 
seals which are employed tosecure letters. These 
letters are finally carried to a kind of laboratov, 
where there are instruments of a very peculiar con- 
struction—close fires to melt the wax, and cauldrons 
of boiling water to loosen wafers. In short, all is 
mystery in this subterraneous asylum, and the men 
employed to discover the secrets of every body, 
are themselves secret to the world.” 


After some further observations, he observed, 
that, if this office was not given up, he would take 
another opportunity to state things which prudence 
at present induced him to withhold. 


~~ 


Russia, Several great mercantile houses have 
failed at Petersburg, Moscow, &c. some of them 
for more than two millions of roubies. 


Jtio de la Plata, The United Provinces furnish- 
ed 4562 men to co-operate in the establishment of 
the independence of Peru. The different corps 
are named, and the particular number of the off- 
cers given. The latter were S colonels, 8 lieut. 
colonelsand 11 majors—six chaplains and two sur- 


geons, &c. 


Mexico, The following was put down by a French 
traveller, gs the value of the products brought te 
Vera Cruz during the year 1804: 

Worth in doliars, 








In bars of gold and silver 17,000,000 
Cochineal 2,400,000 
Sugar 1,300,000 
Flour of maize 3,000,000 
Indigo 250,000 
Salt provisions 100,000 
Tanned leathers 400,000 
Sarsaparilla 100,000 
Jalap 75,000 
Soap and pimente 500,000 

Total about 75,000,006 
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O’Connor’s Irish Chronicles. . 


FROM THE LONDON MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 


Early in April will be presented to the public, the 
long expected cARoNicLis OF Erte, commencing 
from the earliest point of marked time,—and car- 
ried back traditionally by Eclus, prince of the 
Gael of Sciot, of Ib-er, who ruled in Gael-ag four. 
teen hundred years before Christ, through a pe- 
riod of several thousand years. ‘hey still exist 
in ancient parchment rolls, in the Plonician or 
Gelic language, having been for many centuries in 
possession of tire O’Connor family; and several of 
them have been deposited at the office of this Ma- 
gazine, for the inspection of the learned and cu. 
rious. The present translation has been the labor 
of thirty years, by the bead of the O’Connor family, 
w!o has prefixed a copious dissertation of the en- 
tire subject. ‘hese Chronicles correct the pre 
valent errors respecting the language and religion 
of isis people; clearly shewing the former to be 
Phenician, the latter not to be Druidic. They 
demonstrate the origin of the tribe, and point out 
the precise time of their emigration from Ib er, by 
way of Aoi mag and the Mediterranean, to Gael-ag, 
the present Gailicia in Spain. ‘They synchronize 
exactly with the traditions of the Hebrews, con- 
cerning the overthrow of the Scythian dominion 
in Asia, and the establishment of Eis oir (the As 
syrian), on the ruin thereof; and the building of 
Babylon and Ninevah. They represent Noe, Ja- 

heth and Og, in their trae characters, and explain 
satisfactorily the passage of Genesis, saying —*And 
the beginning of the kingdom was Babel, &c. in 
the land of Shinar: out of that land went forth 
Ashur, and builded Ninevah.” The Chronicles 
strip events of the figurative dress in which the 
Hebrews have decked them, whilst the identity 1s 
not to be mistaken. They give the true original 
names of the rivers Indus, Tygris, Euphrates; the 
Euxine and Hyrcanian seas; the mountain of Cau- 
casus; the countries of Armenia, Colchis, Iberia, 
Albania, Plienicis, and Spain: and all the rivers, 
mountains, promontaries and principal places, in 
Gallicia and Biscay in Spain. They describe tie 
commerce of the Phenicians with the ssuthberna 
parts of Britain; and mark the period when the 
{sles of Sicily were separated from the main land. 
The explain the signification of the term Cassite- 
rides, aud the reason of the name applied by the 
Phenicians, for the purpose of deeeption, to pre- 
serve the monopoly of the mines, from which they 
drew a great revenue. 

They prove that the stone called Jacod’s Pillow, 
guarded with religious care in Henry VIlih’s cha- 
pel, in Westminster abbey, is not Liafail, the cele. 
brated stone of destiny, on which many of the kings 
of Er-i were crowned; which Feargus, the son of 
Erc, was permitted to take with himto Ailb-bin to 
give him assurance, accordirg to the idea of the 
times, of the establishment of his race in Ailb-bin. 
They shew that Done is the most ancient name of 
the people of Danemerc; and they fix the era of 
the arrival of Gael, of Feotar, in the northern part 
of Britain, and of the Scythian Brigantes, in Lan- 
cashire, Yorkshire, Westmoreland, Cumberland 
and Durham. They confirm the accuracy of the 
traditions ot the Hebrew as to the colonization of 
the isles of the Gentiles, by the posterity of Javan. 
They set at rest forever all the whimsical conjec- 
tures concerning the time and circumstances of the 
Gael’s arrival in Er-i, the name of the island and 
many more important matters, too numerous to in- 
sert in this place, From the time of Eolus, these 





Chronicles were written by the Ard-olams of Galli- 
cia, for the time being; and from the «ra of the ar- 
tival of this colony in Ex-i, they were the work of 
the Ard olams of Ulla’d, and publicly read by them 
in the presence of kings, princes, nobles, olams, 
heads of people, and judges named, when assem- 
bled, at the mound of Tob-rad, the place of meet- 
ing of the great congregation of Er-i. 


Colombian Republic. 
Laws of Calombia relative io the naturalization of fa- 
reigners. 

The mode according to which foreigners can 
attain naturalization in Colombia is fixed by a law 
of the Sd ot Sept. 1821, as follows: 

The foreigner, desirous of naturalization, must 
renounce ail allegiance to, and titles of employs 
he may hold from any other government, and swear 
to the laws and constitution of the republic. 2d. 
He must bring with him some trade or useful mode 
of subsistence, and, after having made known to 
the municipality of the town in which he resides, 
his wishes to become a citizen, he must reside in 
the country three years. 

it, however, he obtains a landed property, in the 
country, of the clear worth of 1000 dollars, two 
years residence suffice; if of 2000 dollars; oné-year’s 
residence; if he marries with a native of Cajombia, 
six months, and if he acquires « landed property 
of 6000 dollars value no period of residence is re- 
quired. 

3. Having complied with the above conditions, 
he applies for a letter of naturalization to the go- 
vernor of the province in which he lives, accom- 
panying his memorial by the necessary proofs, and 
statement of his family and condition; the governor 
forwards this memorial with what observations he 
may deem necessary to the executive,—who remits, 
through his hands, the letter of naturalization, 
ou the receipt of which, and on taking the neces- 
sary oaths, such foreigner becomes in all respects 
entitled to the rights and privileges of a citizen of 
Colombia, - 








From the Phiiadelphia Aurora, 
Translations of a note presented by M. F. Zea, 
tothe French minister for foreign affairs, and the 
ambassadors and ministers of foreign powers at 
Paris: 

‘The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and mi- 
nister plenipotentiary of the republic of Colombia 
to establish political and co=:mercial relations with 
the powers of Europe, hasthe honor to address, in 
pursuance of the orders of his government, to his 
excellency the minister for foreign affairs, the fol- 
lowing communication:— 

“The report of the struggle which America 
has just maintained against Spain, has resounded 
throughout the world If it be admitted that ig- 
norance may still exist respecting its marvellous 
details, no doubt can arise upon the immense re- 
sults obtained by force of battle and victories, 
Oppressed America, enslaved for three centuries, 
has shaken off the yoke of the mother country. 
Spain is no longer any thing beyond the seas which 
wash the shores of the peninsula. 

“In short, America has attained her due place— 
the increase of her population, the progress of in- 
tellect, a thousand new wants, which the mother 
country could not -upply, render the crisis inevi- 
table. Spain depopulated, without a navy, with- 








out industry—could she have retained longer un- 
der laws, anentire centinent, separated from he 
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by the vast ocean? Independence then has done 
no more than re-establish natural order, and to put 
a. period to those infinite evils, that such an ill 
matched connection necessarily produced. 

“Spain, driven forever from the shores of Ame- 
rica, has no means of returning there. Divided in 
its interior, destitute of influence without, de- 
prived of the mines of Mexico and Peru, where 
could she obtain soldiers for distant expeditions? 
How could she meet the expenses of armaments 
necessary to re-conquer what she has lost? 

«The ports, the harbors, and the fortified places 
are in the power of the Americans; all the emblems 
of European supremacy have disappeared. The 
lions and towers of Castile have given place to 
the colors of independence and liberty. In these 
vast countries, which were so long the source of 
Spanish greatness, and the theatre of foreign domi- 
nation, there remains nothing but the scattered 
bones of the warriors who were sent to oppose 
themselves to our destinies. On every hand na- 
scent states are forming, founded upon the same 
basis, equally favored by nature, poweriul in re- 
sources, confident in a future which cannot deceive 
them. The climate alone would protect them 
against rash invasions, if the tried courage of the 
inhabitants did not offer the best of all guarantees. 

“Among these states rises that of Colombia— 
twelve years of an implacable war could not sub- 
due her, nor even slacken her march. Colombia 
has gathered the fruit of her noble exertions—she 
is free, sovereign, and independent. Very soon 
all these new states will form a complete solemn 
association, and will fix, with common accord, the 
basis of that grand confederation, against which 
every foreign attack would be more absurd than 
dangerous. The coalition of the rest of the civi- 
lized world, if it were possible, would miscarry 
before this barrier. 

“Thus arrived at the point where she finds her- 
self assimilated in fact and in right to all existing 
nations, wishing to live amicably with all people, 
America has only to obtain her recognition by the 
great family of which she forms a part, and to 
which her association cannot fail to offer many 
advantages 

‘It is with this view that the undersigned, minis- 
ter plenipotentiary of the republic of Colombia, 
has the honor to address his excellency the minis- 
ter of foreign affairs, to communicate to him the 
intentions of his government. 

“The republic of Colombia is established, and 
its government is in full activity; Spain no longer 
possesses any thing upon its territory, and an army 
of 60,000 men, supported by an army of reserve of 
the same force, secures the existence of Colombia. 

‘The republic has every characteristic of all the 
recognized governments upon earth; she does not 
ask any of them by what means, or by what right 
they rule—they exist, and this is all that concerns 
her to know. Cclombia respects all that exists; 
she has aright to reciprocity; she demands it, and 
this demand is dictated neither by interest nor by 
fear; either one motive or the other is unworthy 
of a generous and free nation. 

“Who could make an attack upon her? Who 
could either add to her wealth or diminish it? Of 
whom has she been? And among all nations known, 
where is there one that does not aspire to estab- 
lish commercial regulations with her? Colombia 
has an innate consciousness of her strength? If 
she invites alf nations to share treasures which na- 
ture has lavished upon her, it is rather from a sen- 
timent of generosity than a spirit of calculation. | 


“Whoever will approach Colombia with pacific 
and benevolent intentions, may draw in full secu- 
rity from the common source of our riches, Such 
is the single basis of the relations which we are 
desirous to have with all the people of the earth— 
cordiality, liberty, reciprocity, The jealousies, 
the distrusts, which formerly separated the various 
nations and armed them one against another, are 
banished from the legislation, as well as from the 
spirit of our fellow citizens. We will never falsify 
the philanthropic principles for which blood has 
flowed in such abundance upon the field of battle 
and the scaffold, 

“But, after having thus fulfilled all her duties 
with regard to other nations, Colombia owes it to 
herself to require that her own rights be equally 
recognized;—Colombia holds her possessions from 
no person; she has originated herself, and reckons 
upon her own means of support. Independent, 
strong, free, and invulnerable, she obeys no senti- 
ment but that of general benevolence; she aspires 
to render the relations of all those who will treat 
with her, easy, amicable and useful. 

«An extensive and rich continent, inhabited by 
civilized people, cannot remain foreign to the rest 
of the world; it would always be difficult to con- 
ceive relations durably advantageous, and such as 
the interest of commerce requires, between states 
of which the government do not recognize each 
other reciprocally, 

“These unequivocal principles, these powerful 
considerations, impose upon the undersigned the 
obligation of communicating to his excellency the 
minister of foreign affairs, the intentions of his go- 
vernment, to which the undersigned, in communicat- 
ing to his excellency the sentiments and principles 
of his government, urges the necessity of a prompt 
reply. His excellency is too enlightened not to 
perceive the motives of suci a demand on the part 
of a government, whose seat is at so great a dis- 
tance; and which, being occupiec at the same mo- 
moment with its interior organization, and the es- 
tablishment of its foreign relations, cannot admit 
either the delays or the minutiae of proceeding, of 
which it believes that, according to ancient usage, 
it might well avail itself in these new circum- 
stances, and of which the novelty even is an addi- 
tional motive for desiring the prompt solution 
which Columbia looks for with equal confidence 
in the enlightened views of the government of 
and its own strength. 

“The undersigned eagerly embraces this op- 
portunity of presenting to his excellency the mi- 
nister of foreign affairs the assurance of his high- 
est considerations. 

(Signed) 
“Paris, April 8, 1822.” 





“F, A, ZEA.” 








Laws of the United States. 


An act to amend an act, entitled “An act to regu- 
Jate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, 
and to preserve peace on the frontiers,” approy- 
ed thirtieth March, 1802. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in congress 
assembled, That the seventh section of the act, en. 
titled “An act to regulate trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on 
the frontiers,” shall be, and the same is hereby, re- 
pealed; and, from and after the passing of this act, 
it shall be lawful for the superintendents of Indian 
affairs in the territories, and Indian agents, un- 





der the direction of the president of the United 
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States, to grant licences to trade with Indian tribes; 
which licences shall be granted to citizens of the 
United States, and to none others, taking from them 
bonds with securities, in the penal sum, not ex- 
ceeding five thousand dollars, proportioned to the 
capital employed; and conditioned for the due ob- 
gervance of the laws, regulating trade and inter- 
course with the Indian tribes; and said licences may 


_be granted for a term not exceeding seven years, 


for the trade with the remote tribes of Indians be- 
yond the Mississippi, and two years for the trade 
with allthe othertribes. And the superintendents 
and agents shall return to the secretary of war, 
within each year, an abstract of all licences grant- 
ed, showing by and to whom, when and where 
granted, with the amount of the bonds and capital 
employed, to be laid before congress, at the next 
session thereof. 

Sec. 2. And be it’ further enacted, That it shall 
and may be lawful for the president of the United 
States, in execution of the power vested in him by 
the twenty-first section of the act of the thirtieth of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and two, afore- 
said, to which this is an amendment, to direct Indi- 
an agents, governors of territories, acting as super- 
intendents of Indian affairs, and military officers, to 
cause the stores and packages of goods of all tra- 
ders, to be searched upon suspicion or information 
that ardent spirits are carried into the Indian coun- 
tries by said traders, in violation of the said twenty- 
first section of the act to which this is an amend. 
ment; and if any ardent spirits shall be so found, 
all the goods of the said traders shall be forfeited, 
one half tothe use of the informer, the other half to 
the use of the government, his licence cancelled, 
and bond put in suit. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all pur- 
chases for, and on account of, Indians, for annuities, 
presents and otherwise, shall be made by the Indi- 
an agents and governors of territories, acting as 
superintendents within their respective districts; 
arid all persons, whatsoever, charged or trusted 
with the disbursement or application of money, 
goods, or effects, of any kind, for the benefit of In- 
dians, shall settle their accounts, annually, at the 
war department, on the first day of September; and 
copies of the same shall be laid before congress at 
the commencement of the ensuing session, by the 
proper accounting officer, together with a list of 
the names of all persons to whom money, goods, or 
effects, had been delivered within the said year, 
for the benefit of the Indians, specifying the amount 
and object for which it was intended, and showing 
who are delinquent, if any, in forwarding their ac- 
counts according to the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 4. ind be it further enacted, That, in all trials 
about the right of property, in which Indians shall 
be party on one side, and white persons on the 
other, the burthen of proof shall rest upon the 
white person, in every case in which the Indian 
shall make out a presumption of title in himself, 
from the fact of previous possession and owner- 
ship. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it. shall 
and may be lawful for the president of the United 
States, from time to time, to require additional se- 
curity, and in larger amounts, from all persons 
charged or trusted, under the laws of the United 
States, with the disbursement or application of mo- 
ney, goods, or effects, of any kind, for the benefit 
of the Indians. 

Sec. 6. Ind be it further enacted, That the presi- 
dent of the United States, by and with the advice 
and consent of the senate, may appoint a superin- 





tendent of Indian affairs, to reside at St. Louis, 
whose powers shall extend to all Indians frequent- 
ing that place, whose salary shall be fifteen hun- 
dred dollars per annum; and one agent for the tribes 
within the limits of East and West Florida, with a 
salary of fifteen hundred doilars. 

Washington, May 6, 1822.--Approved. 

An act to abolish the United States’ trading estab- 
lishments with the Indian tribes 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in congress 
assembled, That the president of the United States 
shall be, and hereby is, authorized and required to 
cause the business of the United States’ trading 
houses among Indian tribes, to be closed, and the 
accounts of the superintendent of Indian trade, and 
of the factors, and sub-factors, to be settled; and, for 
that purpose, the president is hereby authorized 
to select, from among the Indian agents, or others, 
a competent number of fit and suitable persons, 
to be and appear at the office of Indian trade in 
Georgetown, in the district of Columbia, and at 
each of the trading houses established among Indi- 
an tribes, on or before the third day of June next, 
or.as soon thereafter as can conveniently be done, 
to demand and receive of and from the superin- 
tendent of Indian trade, and of the respective fac- 
tors, and sub-factors, all the goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, furs, peltries; evidences, of debt, and pro- 
perty and effects of every kind, which may be in 
their power or possession, by virtue of their respec- 
tive offices, and justly due and belonging to the 
United States; and the said agents, selected for 
the purpose aforesaid, shall be furnished with the 
copies of the latest quarterly returns of the said su- 
perintendent, factors, and sub-factors, as rendered 
by them to the treasury department, and copies 
of any ether papers in the said department, which 
will shew what is, or ought to be due and com- 
ing to the United States, from the said office of 
Indian trade in Georgetown, and from each of 
the trading houses established among Indians.—- 
And the persons so selected shall enter into bond, 
with good and sufficient security, in such sums as 
may be required by the president of the United 
States, for the faithful discharge of the duties en- 
joined on them by the provisions of thisact. And, 
from and after the third day of June next, the act of 
the second of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and eleven, entitled « An act for establishing trad- 
ing houses with Indian tribes,” shall be continued 
in force for the purposes only of enforcing all bonds, 
debts, contracts, demands, and rights, which may 
have arisen, and all penalties and punishments 
which may have been, or may be incurred, under 
the provisions of the said act, and for the settle- 
ment of the accounts of the superintendent, factors, 
and sub-factors, at the treasury department, 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That the roods, 
wares, and merchandise, which shall be delivered 
over to the agents of the United States, under the 
provisions of this act, shall be placed at the disposi- 
tion of the president of the United States, subject, 
under his orders, towards satisfying or extinguish- 
ing the treaty obligations, on the part of the United 
States, to keep up trading houses with the Indians; 
also, towards the payment of annuities due, or to 
become due, to Indian tribes; also, in making the 
customary presents to tribes or individuals, in amity 
with the United States, and the surplus, if any, may 
be sold to the best advantage, under the orders of 
the president, and the proceeds paid over to the 
treasury of thé United States. pia 
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacied, That the furs, 


peltries, effects, and property received under the 
‘first section of this act, shall be sold in the manner 
the president may direct; the debts due and owing 
shall be collected under his orders; and all the mo- 
ney received from these sources, and all that. shall 


be received from the superintendent of Indian trade, 


and from the factors and sub-factors, shall be paid 
over, as fast as received, into the treasury of the 


United States: Provided, That such sums may be 


retained and applied, under the orders of the pre- 
-sident of the United States, as may be necessary to 
defray the expenses of carrying this act into effect. 
p Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, as soon 
as may be, after the commencement of the next 
session of congress, the president of the United 
States shall communicate to congress the manner 
in which he shall have caused this act to be execut- 
ed, shewing the amount of moneys, furs, peltries, 


and other effects, and the amount and description 
of goods, wares, and merchandise, and the actual 
cash value thereof, received from the superinten 
dent of Indian trade, and each of the factors and 


sub-fuctors, under the provisions of this act. 


PHILIP P. BARKOUR, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
JOHN GAILLARD, 
President of the senate, pro tempore, 
Washington, Alay 6, 1822—Approved, 
JAMES MONROE, 





An act for the relief of the officers, volunteers, and 
other persons, engaged in the late campaign 
against the Seminole Indians, 

Be it enacted dy the senate und house of representa- 


tives of the United States of America, in congress as- 
sembled, That any officer, volunteer, ranger, caval- 


ry, or other persons, engaged in the campaign of 
one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, against 


the Seminole [ndians, who has sustained damage by 


reason of the loss of any horse ur horses, which, in 
consequence of the government of the U, States 
failing to supply sufficient forage, while engaged 
in said service, died, or were unavoidably abandon- 
ed and lest, shall be allowed and paid the value 


thereof. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That said offi- 
cers, volunteers, and rangers, cavalry, or other per- 
sons, for the loss of any necessary equipage of said 
horse or horses, or for any guns lost irsaid service, 
or which were left in possession of the United 
States or of any officer thereof, shall be allowed 
and paid the value thereof; said claims to be paid 
out of any moneys in the treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated: Provided, That, if any payment shall 
have been made to any officer or soldier aforesaid, 
for the use and fisk, after the death or abandon 
ment of his horse, such amount shall be deducted 
from the value thereof, unless said officer or soldier 
will shew that he was remounted, in which case the 
deduction shall only extend to the time such officer 
or soldier served on foot: And provided, also, That, 
if any payment shall have been made to any officer 
or soldier, on account of clothing, such payment 
shall be deducted from the value of his horse or ac 
coutrements: Ind provided further, That no claim 
shall be allowed under the provisions of this act, 
until proper evidence shall have been received by 
the accounting officers, fromthe company to which 
che claimants shall have belonged, shewing the num- 
ber of herses lost in said company in manner afore- 
said, the time when lost, and the name of the owner. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the ac 





enunting officer of the treasury department shall ; 


: anor: 
audit and settle those claims under such rules and 
regulations as the president of the United States 
may prescribe. PHILIP P. BARBOUR, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
JOHN GAILLARD, 
President of the senate pro tempore, 
Washington, May 4, 1822—Approved, 4 
JAMES MONROE, 








CHRONICLE, 

James Lioyd, esq. has been elected a senator of 
the United States from Massachusetts, in the place 
of H. G, Otis, esq. resigned. 

Allerhany college, at Meadville, Pennsylvania, is a 
very flourishing establishment, furnished with a li. 
brary only inferior to that of one other similar insti. 
tut'on in the U, States and provided with able pro. 
fessors and teachers. “Western Star Lodge,” at 
Meadville, has commenced a subscription for the 
purpose of endowing an architectonic professorship 
in this college; the proceeding has been approved 
of by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and the | 
Masonic society is generally solicited to contribute 
to the fund, and accomplish an object so important, 

Salt is advertised at Shawnee town at thirty-seven 
and a half cents per bushel. 

Gen. Arnold. Vhe children of this traitor receive 
a pension of 500/ from the British government— 
so says the Charleston Courier. 

The north west. On the 24th ult. Major Dela. 
field, Mr. Ferguson and lieut. Whistler, gentlemen 
attached to the boundary commission, with the ne. 
cessary workmen, left Black Rock in the schooner 
Red Jacket, for the Upper Lakes. The party 
are bound eventually for the Lake of the Woods; 
itis expected they will be absent 18 months, and 


during that period complete the necessary surveys [@ 


in that quarter. 4 
Sik ~several manufacturers of silk goods are 
said to be doing well at New-York, Boston, &c.— | 
The printed silk handkerchiefs are highly spoken 

of. 

Cotton. New mills are every where erecting or 
old establishments improving. One concern in N. 
Hampshire is preparing to run twenty thousand 
spindles. Our cotton goods are in great demeund 
in South America, Cuba, &c. on account of their 
very supericr quality. The export is large andra- 
pidly increasing. 

Wosl—eleven pounds, well washed, was lately 
sheared from one sheep on Long Island. 

Boston. The “ancient artillery company” lately 
held its annual election, at which there was much 
ceremony, concluded with a good dinner, as cus- 
tomary, at which there were many distinguished 
guests. 

This company was established in the year 1638, 
and is now in the highest state of perfection. It 
has been well called “the soul of the soldiery,” 
and the most distinguished military men of the 
neighborhood are anxious to be enrolled among its 
members. The corps now amounts to 217, of whom 
there are—1 commander in chief,* 4 major gene- 
rals, 9 brigadier generals, 12 colonels, 14 lieuten- 
ant colonels, 25 majors, 59 captains, 46 lieutenants, 
20 ensigns, and 29 privates.—Total 217. Of these 
there are 72 who are not liable to do military duty, 
and 116 officers who perform duty in other corps. 

After the reading of a complimentary letter 
from president Adams, the following toast was 
drank: «The fisheries, the sine gua non of the peace 
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*Governor of Massachusetts. 
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of ’83—The Indian territory, that of 1814—To 
those who make such demands, we will reply in 
the motto of the Adams who rejected them, “Pis- 
cemur, venimur, ut olim.” «We will fish and hunt 
as we always have done.’ 

The public schools of Boston were lately visited 
by the committee.- There were present 1,910 
children. Their condition was pleasing—-the best 
order prevailed, and their exercises afforded much 
Satisfaction. 

New-York. The city directory, just about to be 
published, will contain about twenty-six thousand 
names, ' 

Philadelphia. Bills of mortality for the entire 
year, ending 3ist December, 1821. Total 3,172— 
greatest number in August, 452; of whom 252 
were children; least in January, 201; of whom 87 
were chiJdren. No less than 458 died of consump. 
tion of the lungs, being more than of any other two 
diseases. Of these who died 221 were between 
50 and 60 years old, 124 between 69 and 70, 97 
between 70 and 80; 61 between 80 and 90, 21 be- 


‘tween 90 and 100, and one above an hundred. 


By the returns of 99 practitioners of midwifery, 
there was, in the same year, 5,047 births. 

Washingion City. To Mr. John Sessford, as usual, 
we are indebted for a statistical account of the 
progress of the capital of the United States during 
the last year: 88 private buildings were commenc- 
ed—much progress made in the City Hall, a very 
large ediftce—a new bridge erected over the Ty- 
ber; a fountain of water opened that yields sixty 
gallons a minute, with a head of at least 50 feet 
«bove the Pennsylvania avenue; the Centre mar. 
ket enlarged; an addition made to the Infirmary; 
the new theatre finished, and the old one rebuilt 
for assembly rooms;‘4n Unitarian church erected, 
and a Presbyterian church completed; a new stee- 
ple built; a botanical garden enclosed, &c.; and 
the wharves oi: the Potomac much enlarged. The 
Columbian college, a spacious establishment, has 
also just been finished and occupied. 

The interments at Washington in 1821, amount- 
ed to 355-- greatest number in October, 84—least 
in February and April, 9 each. August, Septem- 
ber and October the most fatal. Of the whole, 67 
died of bilious complaints, 35 of fever, proper, 9 
of typhus, 5 intermittent, 1 peurperal; 31 cholera 
infantum; 37 consumption; 32 convulsions; 10 each 
cholic and cholera morbus—all the rest under 10. 

New Orleans. The aggregate tonnage that en. 
tered this port during the year 1821, was 74,727 
tons. American 51,460; British 16,213; Hanseatic 
2,140; Danish 1,963; French 1,160. Some small 
amounts of Swedish, Spanish, Dutch, and Hanove- 
rian. 

-llabama. Eleven newspapers are now printed 
in this state--a wilderness five or six years ago. 








Report on the Rip Rap Contract. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MAY 7. 

Mr. Butler, of New-Hampshire, delivered in the 
following report: 

The committce appointed by a resolution of the 
house of representatives, of the 22d of April, 1822, 
to “inquire into the contract between the war de- 
partment of the United States and Elijah Mix, of 
the 25th of July, 1818, and report whether the 
same was made in pursuance of law, and whether 
the said Mix has performed his covenant, and such 
other facts as they may deem proper relative to 
said contract, and that the said committee have 





report: That, as soon as your committee received 
their commission, they commenced an examina- 
tion of the contract formed with Elijah Mix, and 
faddressed several inquiries to the sécretary of | 
war, and have received from the war department, 
on and sitce the 30th of April, several commu- 
nications, accompanied with various documents 
and papers, which were decmed by the ehief 
engineer pertinent to the inquiry; but time will 
not permit the committee to detail all ‘the facts 
and circumstences which are contained in these 
papers, and such other documents and testimony 
asthe committee have obtained. 

} In repiy to the first inquiry of the committee, 
viz. whether any advertisement for proposals had 
been pu lished? the engineer reports, that he be- 
lieves ‘hat there had been no advertisement, but 
he says “the practice of advertising, in «ll cases 
which have existed since the complete organization 
of this deprtment, does not appear to have been 
tie practice in the engineer service previous to the 
establishment of the engineer department in this 
place, in April, 1818, under similar circumstances 
to those uncer which this contract was formed, to 
wit, where the frequency of intercourse with all 
the points froin which proposals were likely to be 
offered, would admit of direct notification being 
communicated to them.” 

Hence it appears, that it was not deemed neces. 
sary by the engineer to invite proposals for the 
construction of the works at the Rip Raps and 
Point Comfort by public advertisement, and that 
he considered himself justified in forming the con. 
tract with Mr. Mix, without public notice, by the 
peculiar circumstances of the case, and the prac- 
tice which lie says had prevailed previous to April, 
1318, when the engineer department was establish- 
edin this city. 

But it appears by the same report that adver. 
tisements for proposals for the construction of the 
fortifications on the Gulf of Mexico were publish- 
ed throughout the country for nearly three months 
before the contracts were formed. And it appears, 
by documents communicated to the house of repre- 
sentatives in 1820, that the contracts for these for- 
tresses, viz. at Mobile Point, Dauphin Island, and 
lake Ponchartrain, were formed by the same engi. 
neer; the first on the 15th of May, the second on 
the 17th of July, and the other on the 20th of July, 
1818, and previous to the formation of the contract 
with Mr. Mix, on the 23th of July, 1818. 

As public notice bas been given for proposals 
for every contract which has been formed by the 
war department, since the organization of the en- 
gineer department in April, 1818, except that with 
Mr. Mix, and, inasmuch as that contract was for 
the supply of a large quantity of stone, viz. 150,000 
perch, to be taken from the banks of the York 
river in Virginia, about 40 miles from the place of 
deposite, and delivered at the rate of not less than 
5,000 perch per month, and for. which the govern- 
ment was obligated to pay the sum of 450,000 dol. 
lars, your committee believe that no sufficient rea- 
son has been or can be assigned for this singular 
neglect of duty in the officers of government. But 
the chief engineer contends, that the rovernment 
has sustained no loss in the omission to invite pro- 
posals by public advertisement, He states that «all 
the precautions were taken which were requisite 
to guard the interest of the rovernment,” and states 
that captain Maurice was despatched to Richmond 
to ascertain the cost of getting stone on James 
river, and that colonel Armistead made an experi- 





leave to send for persons and papers,” respectfully | ment by procuring stone to be quarried and freigh:. 
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ed for the same purpose. And he further reports 
that application was made to Mr. Leckie, Mr. Pum- 
phrey, and Mr. Baker, stone quarriers, in order to 
ascertain the expense of getting stone, and deliver- 
ing it at the Rip Raps and Point Comfort, and also 
refers to proposals which were made by Mr. Brooks, 
on James river, Virginia, and. Mr. Denison, near 
the Susquehanna river, made before the contract 
was formed with Mr. Mix, and to two other pro- 
posals which were made after the contract was 
entered into. By such inquiries and proposals the 
engineer believes it was fully ascertained, that 
the stone could not be obtained at a less rate than 
$3 50 per.perch. Inconfirmation of this opinion, 
he refers to the certificates and proposals which 
accompany his report, shewing that $3 50 per 
ee was the lowest sum for which the stone could 

ave been procured, except by the contract which 
was made with Mr. Mix, The committee have ex- 
amined the proposals, and find those of Messrs, 
Crandall and M’Dugall, and one other, were, for 
the “first rate building stone,” at the rate of $3 50 
per perch; and the committee are informed, that 
such stone will cost from 35 to 50 cents per perch 
more than the rough granite, (such as Mix has ge- 


-nerally furnished), beside the additional trouble 


and cost of loading and unloading it. It also ap- 
pears, by a letter from Mr. Allason Crandall, to the 
engineer, dated May 14th, 1818, that he had pro- 
eured some stone for the government, and deliver- 
ed the same at Point Comfort or the Rip Raps, at 
$3 per perch, and that he was desirous of making 
a contract, and the engineer informed him that his 
terms were too high, and that he must cease his 
operations, 

By the terms of the contract, Mr. Mix was oblig- 
ed to procure the stone from the banks of the York 
river, in Virginia, and the committee are informed 
by Mr. Bassett and Mr. New, members of the house 
of representatives, that there is a large body of 
newly found lime stone near Yorktown, on that 
river, from which place it was expected the stone 
would have been taken, about 40 miles from the 
Rip Raps; and, as the freight of stone is the great- 
est part of the expense, it is obvious that the con. 
tract, in its terms, was very favorable to Mr. Mix, if 
the stone could be easily procured at that point, 
although the price given might not be considered 
at that time very high for stone procured at George- 
town, on the Potomac. The engineer informs the 
committee that only a few cargoes of stone were 
delivered from York river, it having been ascertain- 
ed that it would not answer the purpose intended, 
and states that Mr. Mix was required to obtain 
‘stone elsewhere, of a different description, or to 
surrender the contract. Mr. Mix protested against 
this decision of the engineer, as he had made pre- 
parations to procure the stone on that river and 
could not obtain it elsewhere so cheap; but he at 
length complied, and the engineer says, that, not- 
withstanding he sustained a loss by the change, he 
has been enabled to carry on the centract with 
profit to himself. 

Notwithstanding it seems to have been the opi- 
nion of Mr. Goldsborough, whose deposition has 
been taken, and the opinion of commodore Rod. 
gers, and others who have been consulted, and 
those who have made proposals, the committee 
were not satisfied that the contract formed with 
Mr. Mix was the most advantageous one which 
might have been made, and they took the deposi- 
tion of Mr. Perley, who was recommended to the 
chief engineer by colonel Bomford, as a very suita- 
ble person for such an undertaking, and also the 


i 


deposition of Mr. Edgar Patterson, of George. 
town, who owns aconsiderable part of the quarries 
on the Potomac, and Mr. John W. Baker, who has 
been a stone quarrier for 15 years. By the depo. 
sition of Mr. Perley, it appears he enclosed pro. 
posals to the engineer to furnish building or flint 
stone at the Rip Raps for $2 50 per perch, but the 
engineer says he never received them. And a de. 
position of captain Smith, voluntarily made, has 
been transmitted, among other papers, to the com. 
mittee, tending to impair the testimony of Mr. 
Perley; but the committee are informed, not only 
by colonel Bomford, but others who know Mr. Per. 
ley, that he is a man of good character. 

Mr. Patterson testifies, that stone might have 
been freighted, in 1818, from the quarries on the 
Potomac, for $1 50 cents per perch, and that he 
would take such a contract now for $100,000 less 
than the sum agreed upon with Mr. Mix; and as 
| Mr. Baker testifies that he quarried and sold stone 
to Mr. Mix, in 1818, for one dollar, in 1819, part 
for 85 and some for 75 cents, and in 1820 for 68 
cents per perch, it would seem from their testimo. 
ny, thata contract might have been formed in 1818 
fortwo dollars and fifty cents per perch, if public 
notice had been given for proposals. Though the 
engineer believes that the intention of the govern. 
ment to form the contract was well known to al! 
whose interest it could be to undertake it, yet it 
appears, by the deposition of Mr. Patterson, and 
the statement of general Mason, of Georgetown, 
who own most of the stone quarries on the tide 
waters of the Potomac, where the stone has been 
procured by Mix, that they did not know it till after 
the contract was formed with Mr. Mix. Why ap- 
plication was not made to these gentlemen, as well 
as despatching captain Maurice to Richmond to 
ascertain the cost of getting the stone, or to con. 
tract for the delivery of so large a quantity as 
150,000 perch, the committee have not been in. 
formed. Neither does it appear, by the proposals, 


either before or after the contract was formed with 


was required by the government, nor the period in 
which any given quantity should be furnished. Hac! 
the government published advertisements several 
months for proposals to deliver 150,000 perch of 
stone at the Rip Raps, at the rate of 3,000 per 
month, describing the quality, it would have excit: 
ed a general inquiry and competition among the 
citizens upon the several rivers which empty into 
the Chesapeake bay, and probably a more advan- 
tageous contract might have been formed. - At 
least, your committee cannot discover any good 
cause for dispensing with the law, which requires 
“that all purchases, contracts for supplies or ser- 
vices, which are or may, according to law, be made 
by or under the direction of either the secretary 0! 


lof the navy, shall be made, either by open pur- 
chase, or by previously advertising for proposals 
respecting the same.” 

To the next inquiry of the committee, viz. whe- 
ther Mr. Mix has performed his covenants? the en- 
gineer replies, in his letter to the secretary of wa!, 
dated 30th April, 1822, “that the contract, to this 
period, has been executed faithfully, and to the 
satisfaction of the department, and that the quanti- 
ty delivered has, in every instance, been equal to 
the proportion of appropriation allotted to the con- 
tract.” 
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or any other evidence submitted to the committee, | 
that either of the persons who made proposals, | 


Mr. Mix, knew what quantity or quality of stone | 


the treasury, the secretary of war, or the secretary | 


By the terms of the contract, Mix w4> [| 
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Virginia, at least three thousand perch of stone 
per month, according to a sample lodged in the 
engineer department, commencing on the 15th of 
September, 1818, and the government was bound 
to pay three dollars for every perch of stone deli- 
vered, at the Rip Raps, or Point Comfort; and, by 
a statement of the third auditor of the treasury de- 

artment, it appears that, on the Sth of August, 


| 1818, 10,000 dollars was advanced tothe said Mix, 


and that, in the month of November, 1818, he de- 
livered 2,1873 perch of stone; that, on the 30th of 
March last, he had delivered 87,964} and 10-25 
perch; and that, on that day, 263,895 dollars and 
45 cents had been paid to him and others under the 
contract. It also appears by the auditor’s state- | 
ment, that, from the Slst of December, 1820, to 
the 3lst of December, 1821, there had been deli- 
vered under said contract, only about 9,000 perch 


| of stone, and, that during that period, nearly 28,000 


dollars had been paid to Mix and others; and it ap- 
pears, by a letter from the chief engineer, that the 
sum of 40,806 dollars was allotted to the contract 
for that year; and that not more than 9,000 perch 
of stone were delivered by Mix, and not over 28,000 
dollars paid him in the same year; but, by the con- 
tract, Mix was obligated to deliver 36,000 perch of 
stone annually; and, on the 30th of March last, 
there was due 127,500 perch, and enly 87,964 had 


| been delivered on that day, leaving a balance due 


at that time of 39,536 perch; andthe residue of the 
stone yet to be delivered under said contract, is 
62,036 perch, which, at three dollars per perch, 
amounts to 186,108 dollars; and it appears, by the 
depositions of Mr. Patterson and Mr. Baker, the 
stone might now be furnished at about one dollar 


' and 75 cents per perch, and the sum of 77,547 dol- 


lars saved, if the government is absolved from the 
obligation to the contractor, by the non-perform- 
ance of his covenants. Not only 10,000 dollars 
was advanced to Mix before he commenced the 
work, but he has been paid as fast as he delivered 
the stone, though the government was not bound 
by its stipulation in the contract to do it; and it 
cannot be said that the failure of Mix to perform 
his covenant has been occasioned by any omission 
or refusal on the part of government to pay or ad- 
vance more money. 

A bond, executed on the 15th of June A. D. 
1821, by Messrs. Davidson and Goldsborough, to 
the United States, tor @ie performance of one 
fourth part of the contract made with the said Mix, 


@ shews that Christopher Vandeventer, chief clerk 


in the war department, bought of the said Mix, on 
the 24th of April, 1819, ene half of said contract; 


| and that, on the 20th of January, 1820, (about the 


time a former committee was appointed to inquire 
into the same) he sold out one half of his interest 
insaid contract to Samuel Cooper, his father-in-law, 
and that said Cooper sold the same on the Ist of 
July, 1820, to the firm of Goldsborough & Co. And 
major Vandeventer also informs the cemmittee, 
that he bought one half of the contract of Mr. Mix, 
some time after it was formed, and became liable to 
pay him (Mix) one half of the debts against the 
contract, which were then about 18,000 dollars; 
that his principal inducement to participate in the 
contract was ultimately to secure himself against 
any loss which he might sustain, by reason of his 
having lent his name to enable Mix to raise money 
to execute his contract. But, he says, he did not 
influence the engineer department to give the con- 
tractto Mr. Mix, nor did he recommend him. That 
he afterwards re-conveyed to Mix one half of the 
interest which he before bought of Mix, and sold 





the remainder of his interest in it to Mr. Cooper, 
of New-York; that, when the account growing out 
of the subject shall be adjusted, he may eventually 
realize from three to four thousand dollars; and 
Mr. Vandeventer further states, that, at the time 
he became interested, he inquired of the secretary 
of war whether it would be improper for him to 
invest money in the contract, and that the secreta- 
ry stated, that, under the law, he did not think it 
improper, but it might expose him to improper in- 
sinuations. ? 

By the report of the present engineer, and the 
deposition of general Swift, transmitted among 
other papers from the war department to the com- 
mittee, it appears that no other person but Mr. Mix 
was known to that department in the formation ot 
the contract; but it is said, and so understood by 
Mr. Vandeventer, that a Mr. Jennings, of Norfolk, 
took one fourth of the contract, but the committee 
have not been able to ascertain whether there are 
any other persons now concerned in the contract 
with Mix, besides Mr. Goldsborough & Co. and 
Mr. Jennings; nor have they been informed of the 
precise terms of the agreements between Mr. Mix 
and major Vandeventer, or of the consideration of 
the transfer from Vandeventer to his father-in-law, 
Samuel Cooper. It is, however, manifest, from the 
statement of Mr. Vandeventer, that he is not wholly 
divested of all interest or concern in the contract, 
or its performance, as he says the accounts are not 
yet adjusted, soas to enable him to determine pre- 
cisely what his gain may be. As Mr. Vandeventer 
and Mr. Mix married daughters of the said Samuel 
Cooper, who is surety with Mr. James Oakly, of the 
city of New-York, ig the bond which Mr. Mix gave 
to the United States for the fulfilment of his con- 
tract, and, as these gentlemen were each once in- 
terested in said contract, the committee did suspect 
that the contract was entered into for their mutual 
advantage; but gen. Swift believes and Mr. Vande. 
venter declares, that he had no interest in it when 
it was formed. 

The committee have obtained the deposition of 
Mr. Hone and Mr. Van Hook, respectable gentle- 
men of the city of New-York, which shew, that Mr. 
Mix, who formerly resided in that city, has not sus- 
tained a good character, and that he is not entitled 
to the full confidence of his fellow citizens, nor of 
the government; and, from the testimony of Mr, 
Van Hook, and from other information derived from 
a correct source, it also appears that he became a 
bankrupt in 1817, and took advantage of the insol- 
vent law of the state of New-York. General Swift 
however, testifies that «he had no knowledge or 
intimation of any fact or report, which impeached 
his (Mix’s) character at the time of forming the 
contract, and believed him well qualified to fulfil 
his agreement.” Mr. Vandeventer also declares 
that, though he married into the same family with 
Mix, and became acquainted with him in 1815, he 
did not know of any charges against the character 
of Mix; but he says he knew that, before he formed 
the contract, he had become insolvent. It is not 
stated by the engineer that Mix was recommended 
by any person, nor whether recommendations are 
generally required in the war department in mak- 
ing contracts; but general Swift testifies, that the 
security furnished by the bond of Mr. Mix, with a 
penalty of 20,000 dollars, was sufficient for the 
faithful execution of his contract. The character 
and insolvency of Mix, which the committee had 
supposed were known to general Swift and Mr 
Vandeventer, induced them, (as Vandeventer was 
present and witnessed the agreement, and after- 
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wards participated in it), to suspect the fairness 
and justice of the contract. Your committee, how- 
ever, have not, in all the investigation which they 
have been able to make, yet discovered any facts 
which clearly stamp the transaction with a fraudu- 


they have discovered, to express their disapproba- 
tion of the conduct of the engineer department, in 
forming the contract. . 

And in this report the committee take the liberty 
to remark, that they deem it essential to the inte- 
rests in the nation, that, in making contracts, a very 
general and public notice should be given, describ- 
ing particularly the nature of the work to be per- 
formed; the quantity and kind of materials of which 
it is to be composed or formed, and the time in 
which they are required to be furnished; and, also, 
that the engineer, or agents, who are authorized to 
form contracts in behalf of the government, should 
possess a particular knowledge of the various parts 
of the work which are to be constructed, and the 
practicability and cost ef procuring the articles 
which are required. Beside, the same regard to 
the interest and prosperity of the country should 
govern its agents which actuates every prudent in- 
dividual in his own private and lawful undertakings. 
Contracts of a very large amount ought not to be 
formed hastily, nor with men who have no respon- 
sibility or integrity, although security may be given. 


and punctual performance depends in some degree 
upon the honesty of the contracior; but, in form- 
ing contracts for the government, more scrutiny 
and vigilance in this respect seems necessary than 
among individuals. If the same special confidence is 
not reposed in a contractor with the government, 
that is placed in an officer appointed dy the govern- 
ment, yet it will not be said that the character of the 
person proposing to undertake oraccomplisha great 
national work, at the expense of half a million of 
dollars, should be wholly disregarded. Under such 
impressions, and with peculiar concern for the feel- 
ings and character of the gentlemen who have been 
concerned in the transaction, your committee have 
examined into the contract made with Elijah Mix; 
and, having given the subject all the attention 
which the short time allowed them would admit of, 
and having considered all the communications made 
to them by the war department, they have come to 
the following conclusion, viz: that the contract was 
not formed in the manner which the law prescribes, 
and that the said Mix has failed in the performance 
of his covenants, according to the terms of the 
agreement. 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That further appropriations, to be ex- 
pended under the contract made by the engineer 
department with Elijah Mix, ought not to be made. 


April 23, 1822, 


Sin: Iam directed by the committee which was 
appointed to inquire into the contract between the 
United States and Elijah Mix, made July 25, 1818, 


Therefore the committee submit the 


— 


In what manner of how is the quantity delivere¢ 
ascertained? : ES ie peg 
Has the contractor Mix sold his contract? and, if 
so, to whom? when? and at what price per perch? jf 
known to the war department. 
Has a new contract been made with the person to 
whom Mix sold? and, if so, has security been given? 
Very respectfully, JOSIAH BUTLER. 
To the hon. J. C. Calhoun, sec’ru of war. 

Wank DEPARTMENT, 

. April 30th, 1822, 
Stn: In reply to your letter of the 23d instant, 
transmit, herewith, a report accompanied with docu. 
ments of maj. gen. Macomb, chief engineer, which 
furnishes the information required. 

Ihave the honor to-be your obedient servant, 
| J.C. CALHOUN, 
Hon. Josiah Butler, chairman of the committee, Ec. 


Report of general Macomb to the secretary of war. 


ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
April 29th, 1822. 
Str: In obedience to your order, I furnish here. 
with the information requested by the committee 
appointed by the house of representatives to inves. 
tigate the contract between the United States and 


the letter of their honorable chairman, dated the 
23d inst. 

It is prcper, however, to premise, that the con. 
tract with Mr. Mix was made by general Swift, 
while at the head of the engineer department, long 
before tT was appointed to that station, and that 
most of the information which I have obtained has 
been collected not only from the records of this 
office, but from other sources, and particularly from 
the recollection of those whe have been attached to 
the office much longer than myseif. It is probable 


be made still more complete and satisfactory. 

In reply to the first inquiry of the committee, 
«owas there any advertisement for proposals to make 
the contract published? and if so, when and where?” 
I have to state, that, on diligent inquiry,.I do not 
find that there was any advertisement, and it is be: 
lieved that there was none. The practice of ad: 
vertising in all cases which has existed since the 
complete organization of this department doe: 
not appear to have been the practice in the en 


the engineer department at this place, which 
was im April, 1818, under circumstances simila! 
to those under which this contract was formed, 
to wit: where the frequency of intercourse with al! 
the points, from which proposals were likely to be 
offered, would admit of direct notifications being 
communicated tothem. It appears that they were 
resorted to only when it was uncertain from wha! 


was necessary to invite distant and general compet: 
tition; and it is probable that necessity was consi: 


to submit the following questions, and request of | dered to be applicable to the contracts for the 


you an answer as soon as may be: 


Was there any advertisement for proposals to 
make the contract published, and, if so, when and 


where? 


construction of the fortifications on the Gulf o 
Mexico, as advertisements for proposals for them 


ly three months before they were formed. It ap’ 


Was there any surety for Mix the contractor? If} pears that this contract was made strictly in cor: 


so, you will oblige the committee with a copy of| formity to the usual practice at that time, and tha‘ J 


the instrument, 


How many perch of stone have been delivered 
under said contract, and from what place or quarry, 


all the precautions were taken which were requ 
site to guard the interests of the government, and 
to secure the contract on the most moderate terms: 





and what kind of stone? 





By adverting to the position of the works at Olé 


Mr. Mix, by answers to the inquiries contained in | 


that if general Swift was here, that the report might | 


gineer service, previous to the establishment oj 


quarter proposals would be offered, and when i! 


were published throughout the country, for neat & 
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Point Comfort and the Rip Raps, near the mouth 
of Chesapeake Bay, it must be apparent that the 
stone necessary for the construction thereof, would 
naturally be supplied from the various rivers which 
flow into that bay, and that it must be obtained 
from the James, York, Potomac, or Susquebannah 
rivers; and such appears to have been the impres- 
sion of the chief engineer at the time the contract 
was about tobe formed. His attention was direct- 
ed to all those points, and the owners of the quar- 
ries were informed that the government was about 
to form contracts for the supply of ‘the stone that 
would be required for those works. The engineer 
superintending the district embracing the Chesa- 
peake, and having special charge of those works, 
was instructed by general Swift to take measures 
to ascertain the price at which materials could be 
obtained for their construction. In pursuance there- 
of, capt. Maurice, of the corps of engineers, was 
despatched to Richmond, in order to ascertain at 
what price the stone could be obtained from the 
quarries on James river; the result of his inquiry 
was, that the stone to be procured at tiat point 
would cost $4 to 4 50 the perch. Application at 
the same time was made to Mr. Baker, stone quar- 
rier at Georgetown, on the Potomac, to know at 
what price stone could be obtained at that point, 
the result of which was that it would be about the 
same price as that on Jumes river. In addition to 
these inquiries, colonel Armistead had actual ex- 
periments made, by having the stone quarried and 
transported under his immediate direction and su- 

erintendence, the result of which was that it couid 
not be delivered at the works for less than $35 50 
per perch. His impression is, that the transporta- 
tion of so large a quantity of stone as the govern- 
ment required might have raised the rate of ‘reight 
to $2 5U or 3, and in that case the price would have 
been augmented in the proportion of the difference 
between those rates and that upon which was found- 
ed the estimate of $3 50. He considered the 
contract with Mr. Mix as being highly advanta- 
geous-to the government at the time it was made, 
see his certificate herewith accompanying, and 
marked A. The certificate of col. Armstead is 
confirmed by that of capt. Maurice, marked B. by 
which it appears that the lowest offer he received 
would have cost the government 44 25, viz: $1 50 
at Manchester, 75 cents cartage to Rockets, and $2 
for freight thence to Old Point Comfort. 

While these inquiries and experimenis were con- 
ducted by col. Armistead, the superintending engi- 
neer, general Swift, in order that the most accurate 
information might be obtained, also employed Mr. 
Leckie, a stone mason of intelligence and experi- 
ence, to examine the several quaries, with a view to 
ascertain the lowest rate at which stone of a suitable 
quality could be obtained. The result of his ia- 
quiries was, that it could not be supplied for less 
He reported in writing, 
but his report cannot be found. The result, how- 
ever, is distinctly recollected by the officers attach- 
ed tothe department who have seen the report.— 


These various inquiries attracted the attention of 


the ownePs of quarries at the various points from 
which the stone would naturally be supplied, and 
produced a competition not less considerable than 
if proposals had been invited by advertisement.— 
Bids were accordingly received trom the quarries at 


James, York, Potomac, and Susquehannah rivers; 
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after the contract was formed, yet it is manifest from 
them that it was impossible to form the contract 
upon terms more advantageous to the government. 
The proposal of Mr. Brooke, from James river, for 
stone of the kind required, was $1 25 per perch at 
the quarry, to which being added the expense of 
freight «to Richmond, portage to Rocketts, and 
freight to Old Point Comfort, the rate would be in- 
creased to at least $450. See Mr. Brooks’ propo- 
sal herewith, marked C. The proposal from Messrs. 
McDougall and Crandall, from.the quarriers on the 
Susquchannah, was at the rate of 435 50 per perch 
delivered; see the proposal, dated the 4th of August, 
1818, togeiher with a letter from Mr. Crandall, dat- 
ed tlie 4th of May preceding, herewith transmitted, 
and marked D; by the latter of which it appears that 
stone obtained from the Susquehannah in the cheap- 
est manner, and the most convenient for loading, 
without regard to quality, (by which it is under- 
stood to be loose stone, obiained without the ex- 
pence of quarrying), would cost 3 dollars, the stone 
being rated at oniy 50 cents per perch. A propo- 
sal was also received from Mr. Dennison, upon the 
Susquehannah, at the rate of $3 50, but it cannot be 
found; a letter, however, from commodore Rodgers, 
recommending Mr. Denison, has been found, and 
is herewith transmitted. Both of these bids were 
made after long consideration and actual experi- 
ments, made as before stated, at the expense of the 
government, and may be supposed to be as favorable 
as the rates of freight and labor would justify.-—— 
From the proposal of Mr, Yeaton, which is at the 
rate of 4 dollars per perch, and the statement of Mr. 
Cruttenden, a merchant of respectability, and ex- 
tensively engaged in shipping, and of Mr. Baker 
and Mr. Pumphrey, stone quarriers, it appears that 
stone could not have been delivered from the Po- 
tomac at that time on terms as favorable as those on 
which Mr. Mix contracted. They tend also to shew 
that the intention of the government to form the 
coniract, was well known to those whose interest it 
would be toundertakesuch acontract. Mr. Crutten- 
den, after two trips, did not think two dollars suffi- 
cient for transportation alone, and according'ly aban- 
doned it at that price; see papers marked E.. The 
contract with Mr, Mix was formed upon proposals 
from him for supplying the stone froma quarry on 
York river, agreeably to two specimens of different 
qualities, which accompanied his proposal; it is 
transmitted herewith, and marked F. General Swift 
being under the impression that the best of the 
specimens was of a suitable quality, and the offer 
being 50 cents per perch lower than the rate which, 
by the experiments made both by the government 
and individuals, it could, under the most advantage- 
ous management, be furnished, closed with the pro- 
posal, and formed the contract in conformity to it. 


j After the delivery of a few cargoes, doubts arose 


respecting the suitableness of its quality, which,. 
upon its being more critically examined, terminat- 
ed in the belief that it would not answer the pur- 
pose for which it was intended. Mr. Mix was noti. 
fied accordingly, that a further supply of that kind 
of stone could not be received, which involved the 
necessity of abandoning the contract altogether, or 
of supplying stone of a suitable quality from some 
other point. Mr. Mix protested against the deter- 
mination of general Swifi, on the ground that the 
contract had been made in relation to that particu- 





those from the last being founded upon experiments 
made by the permission of the engineer department 


: |be delivered from any other point 
and at the expense of the government; and, al- | but, finally, 


though some of these bids were received shortly lincerr 


lar kind of stone; that he had made his arrange- 
iments by purchasing quarries, and that it could not 
equally cheap; 
‘rather than to lose the expenses he had 
ed in preparations, he determined to comply 
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with the decision of the chief engineer. The, de- 
clension in the price of freight and the expense of 
quarrying, which subsequently took place, has en- 
abled Mr. Mix, notwithstanding the loss occasioned 
to him by the refusal of general Swift to receive the 
York river stone, to carry on the contract with pro 
fitto himself. It is, however, confidently believed, 
without such declension, the refusal of the chief en- 
gineer to receive the York river stone, would have 
involved the contractor in serious consequences, 
and put it out of his power to comply with his con. 
tract, as it appears from facts which have already 
been stated, that stone could not have been deliver. 
ed from any other point for less than $3 50. In fact, 
the contract at the time was considered so advan- 
tageous to the government, that it is understood 
general Swift was desirous to extend it to the 
whole quantity required, which was declined by 
the contractor. It is believed under no,other cir- 
cumstances than those which have been mentioned, 
could the contract have been made for less than 
$3 50. As the principal item of expense was the 
freight, which, as the York river quarry was not 
more than a sixth of the distance from the point of 
delivery, of the quarries on the Potomac and Sus- 
quehannah, the difference in the freight in its favor 
more than compensated for the additional expense 
of getting out the stone from it. Whether the act of 
, 1809, required that proposals for contracts 
should be advertised, it would be improper for me 
to offer an opinion. It is, however, but due to ge- 
neral Swift to state, that, on inquiry, it is ascertain- 
ed that the practice of forming contracts without 
advertising, which has already been stated as being 
usual in the engineer service previously to, and at 
the time of forming this contract, equally extended 
to every other branch of the government. It is 
particularly ascertained to have been the practice 
in the ordnance and quarter masters’ departments, 
and in the general Jand office attached to the trea- 
sury department, as will appear by the statement 
from Mr. Meigs, transmitted herewith, and marked 
G. Even higher example may be quoted for its 
authority. Among other instances which might 
be referred to, it is sufficient to cite the contract 
made in 1815, by the secretary of war with captain 
‘flomas Clark, for dyking the Pea Patch, and that 
made by the ordnance department in 1816, under 
the sanction of the secretary of war, with Mr. G. 
Boyd, for supplying ten thousand stand of arms, 
tools, materials &c. for the use of the ordnance de- 
partment; for neither of which contracts was there 
any advertisement. Itis believed there were many 
ether instances, and, in fact, that it was the uni- 
versal practice. 
Second inguiry. ‘Was there any surety for Mix, 
the contractor? If so, you will oblige the commit- 
tee with a copy of the instrument?” , 
Answer. Mr. Mix’S contract was accompanied 
by a bond for its faithful execution, in the penal 
sum-of $20,000, with sureties, which were approv- 
ed and certified to be competent by the recorder 
of the city of New York. Copies of the contract 
and bond are herewith transmitted, marked H. 
Third inquiry. “How many perch of stone have 
been delivered under said contract, and from what 
place or quarry, and what kind of stone?” 
Answer. The whole quantity delivered is 87,964 
rches. It has been delivered from various places, 
ot which, however, no account has been kept.— 
The principal deliveries-have been from the quar- 
ries on the Potomac, near Georgetown. 





ee 


the few cargoes delivered from York river, at the 
commencement of the contract, as has beerstated, 
the stone has been granite. 

Fourth inquiry. “In what manner, or how, was 
the deliveries ascertained?” 

Answer. At the commencement of the contract, 
the quantity was ascertained by actual ‘measure- 
ment on the deck of the vessel; but, being accom- 
panied with much delay, and some uncertainty, it 
was changed to marking the depression of the ves- 
sels in the water before discharging the cargoes, 
and then accurately measuring the quantity of stone 
of which they consisted, the process being occa- 
sionally repeated, to test its accuracy. As con- 
nected with this point, I furnish herewith, marked 
I, a copy of the correspondence relating to it, of 
colonei Gratiot, the engineer charged with the su- 
perintendence of the works, with this department, 
which will afford more particular information. It 
is proper to observe, that, with respect to this con- 
tract, the perch is estimated at 25 cubic feet, while 
at the Pea Patch, it is estimated at 22 feet, and at 
some other places, particularly at Niagara and 
Rouse’s Point, as low as 164 feet. 

Fifth inquiry. “Has the contractor, Mix, sold 
his contract? and, if so, to whom? when? and at 
what price per perch? if known to the war de. 
partment. Has anew contract been made with the 
person to whom Mix sold? and, if so, has security 
been given?” 

Answer, The whole of the contract, except one 
fourth, which has been transferred to Messrs. Howes, 
Goldsborough, and company, of Havre-de-Grace, 
with the assent of the department, remains in the 
name of Mr. Mix, for which he and his securities 
are responsible. It is understood, however, that a 


for one half of the contract, some time after its for. 
mation; but, as the arrangement was a private one 
between Mr. Mix and major Vandeventer, and the 
latter was not recognized by the department, he 
has not been responsible to the goverament for any 
part of the contract, which still remains in the 
name of Mr. Mix, with the exception of the fourth 
above stated. Thetermsand conditions on which 
Mr. Mix may have disposed of any part of his con- 
tract, have never been communicated to this de- 
partment. No new contract has been made with 
Messrs. Goldsborough and company. ‘They are 
bound by the stipulations of the original contract 
for the performance of the portion thereof of which 
they have become possessed, as willbe seen by the 
bond given by them for its faithful execution, « 
copy of which, and of the letter from Mr. Mix, un- 


the fourth of the contract, are transmitted herewith, 
and marked K. 

I hiave just received a reply to.an application 
made to Mr. Mix, requesting him to state what had 
been the cost of the stone first delivered under his 
contract. It is founded on the expense of freight 
and quarrying, as ascertained by the charter pat- 
ties, and bill of the quarrier, compared with the 


sand of the bill of the quarrier, together with Mr. 


ed L. 
Respectfully submitted, 
ALEX. MACOMB. 
Maj. gen. chief enginee* 
Hon. J. C,. Calhoun, secretary of war. 





(TO BE CONTINUED). 
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sub-contract was made with major Vandeventer, | 


der which they were recognized as the owners o! 





quantity delivered. Copies of the charter parties, | 


Mix’s letter, are transmitted herewith, and mark- | 
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